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AYUDA PARA REPASAR

REVISION BOOKLET:

GENERAL – READING, LISTENING STRATEGIES & OTHER
Nombre: ____________________

This booklet is to help you structure your revision. Make sure you do listening and reading practice as well (on kerboodle). 
For a language REGULAR short bursts of revision are more effective than an hour once a week.

Reading strategies 

– how you can improve your Spanish reading

Use this table to write down how you worked out what the words on the left meant.  You can tick more than one box. 

	Spanish words
	Looks like English (cognate)
	Guessed
	Used word/

vocabulary list
	Carried on reading 
	Used picture
	Asked another student
	Used dictionary
	English words

	La primavera
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	tela(s)


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	estilos


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	revista


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	sandalias


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Guidance on reading in Spanish

1. Before you start

· What kind of text is it – newspaper article, letter, advert?

·  Look at the title – what do you think the passage might be about?

·  Look at the picture – does it give you any clues about the text?
2.  As you go through the text
·  Underline all the words that look like English words (cognates)
·  Underline all the words you already know

·  Underline the names of people and places
·  When you get stuck, look at the rest of the sentence – can you work out what this word means?
·  Use the vocabulary list 

3. Remember, just because it’s long, it doesn’t mean it’s difficult!
VOCAB LEARNING STRATEGIES

Here are some tips from other students on how to learn vocabulary:

I taught myself then I taught my dad who taught me as well.

I made a song out of the words in Spanish.  I also had my brother help so when he gets to this school it will help him.

I also made a song to help me memorise the words and their meanings.

I learnt them all on one day then on the day before the test my mum tested me on the words/corrected me.  Next she said sentences e.g. I get up and have a shower then I had to say them in Spanish and vice versa.

Keep going through them in my head and improvise a song.

I learnt the words by visualising them in my head.  I am pleased with how I did.

I kept being tested and I tested myself. I looked at the words and tried to remember what they looked like.  I remembered that Chilli con Carne means Chilli with meat.

I remembered these words by taking 3-4 words at a time and memorised them through repetition and gestures.  After learning the 3-4 words, I asked my mum to test me on those in any order.  After repeating this process I was able to recite these words from memory.

I learnt the words by getting them out when I had spare time.  

To learn the Spanish words, I sang them to the tune of a song and memorised them. I wrote on a piece of paper what the words sounded like.  I wrote them down in the order they would fit into the tune of the song.  I practised every day, singing it to my family and my friends on the phone.

I got my sister to read out the English then I say the Spanish.  I did this after reading the meanings then covering them up and saying them again and again.  My sister gave me a test on them every night since we got the homework.  She pointed out the ones I needed to work on.  I needed to have a test every night because I remember things best when I repeat things.

I took 30 minutes then my Mum tested me everyday.

I think I did ok – I think I can do better by look cover speak check

I memorised the words by learning them by cutting them into groups e.g. 1-5, 6-10, 11-14 etc..

My mum said learn the first five so I learnt them and she kept testing me and I test her and every day she kept testing me until I learnt it off by heart.

I made up sentences with the words in and in the morning por la mañana reminds me of morning because it begins with an m.

	Doing better in GCSE Spanish

To achieve a grade C in GCSE Spanish you need to be confident in all these areas.

(Circle the code in the second column to say how well you think you are doing: G – green, very confident;

O – orange, not fully sure; and R – red, not very confident. Ask your teacher about anything you circle as red.)

	Can I?
	
	What can I do to improve?



	Remember important information from all the topics I have been studying

whether in listening, speaking, reading or writing.


	G

O

R
	• Make certain that I have a complete set of notes.

• Read each topic and then briefly write its main

structures and vocabulary on cards.

• Use these cards for further revision later.

• Learn words in ‘families’ – for example, té/café/limonada.

• Look for patterns in words – for example, sociedad= society

	Remember basic words which can come up in any topic or task – for example, spellings of days, months and seasons
and numbers
	G

O

R
	• Practise these spellings and pronunciation with a partner and test each other.
• Make a poster or set of cards to help me remember.



	Use English to help guess new  words.

Use what I know about grammar to help answer questions. For example,

Los niños juegan al fútbol
must be plural.
	G

O

R
	• Find a Spanish advertisement on the Internet and see how many new words I can guess. Check them in a dictionary.


	Remember the Spanish alphabet and pronounce the letters correctly – this comes up in the Listening exam.
	G

O

R
	• Practise with a partner, spelling out loud in Spanish my name, my address and my town.

	Recognise (and use) different words which mean the same thing – for example, actualmente and en este momento, normalmente and a menudo
	G

O

R
	• Make up pairs of words with similar meanings and test a partner.
• Use a dictionary or textbook to check.
- Go through the synonyms sheets


	Find the key points in advertisements, brochures etc.


	G

O

R
	• Highlight or underline key points, then discuss with a partner whether they are key.

• Don’t jump at the first word I recognise. Read further so that I don’t miss something important.

• Be precise: If it is raining, don’t just write bad weather.


	Understand:

• time phrases – for example,

· desde las 8 hasta las 10/de 8 a 10 (from 8 o’clock to 10 o’clock)

· el sábado pasado (last Saturday) and el próximo sábado/el sábado que viene (next Saturday);
· esta noche (tonight) and anoche (last night)
• directions – for example, a la izquierda (left) and a la derecha (right);

• sentences which have NO in them.

	G

O

R
	• Work with a partner to practise:

– telling each other what times places around my town are open;

– talking in Spanish about days last week or next week;

– giving directions to places around my school.

• Write some true/false questions, some with NO, and test a partner.




EXAM STRATEGIES

LISTENING

Before the exam:
Revise: 

· numbers (especially 70-100) 
· the alphabet 
· negatives,
· the weather
· question words
· words/structures/verb endings indicating different time frames
Practise changing 'I' sentences into 'he/she' sentences.

During the exam:

· Before the tape starts read the question carefully. This will give you an idea of what the passage is about and it will also make it clear what exactly is wanted. (i.e. should you be listening for a precise piece of information or should you be listening to draw a conclusion?) - As you read the question you should try to predict the sort of information that may be in the passage. It will help focus your mind. It will also help you to eliminate distracters.
· Listen out for key words – don´t panic if you don´t understand every word! Use the questions to help you eg. if you are listening for a price, everything else can be ignored in the text except for the numbers
· The intonation of someone's voice may also give you useful information, i.e. are they making a statement or asking a question? Are they happy or angry?
· When listening for the first time, try not to write, as you can’t listen & write  at the same time
· Study the examples provided carefully and follow them in your answers. If there is only one word, answer with only one word. If there is a verb, include a verb. If there is a noun, include a noun. If there is an adjective, include an adjective. In questions where you are asked to give, for example, two pieces of information, give only two pieces of information. You will not get any more marks for giving more information than necessary.
· Even if you have understood the answer the first time you hear it, listen carefully when the extract is repeated to check your answer.
· After writing an answer, go back and read the question again.
· Ignore distractions eg. an ambulance driving past
· If you haven’t a clue, guess. Don’t leave blanks. Use your logic to identify cognates (i.e.desobediente, música, tradicionales) and watch out for false friends (i.e. librería – bookshop and NOT library)

READING

Before the exam:
Revise: 

· as much vocabulary as you can, especially adjectives
· question words – / qué / cuál / por qué / cómo / cuándo / quién / cuánto / dónde  etc. 

· opposites–grande/pequeño, viejo/joven,  arriba/abajo etc.
· negatives
· the weather
· words/structures/verb endings indicating different time frames
During the exam:
· Keep an eye on the time – you’re more likely to run out of time on this paper than any other
· Look at the task before reading the text. This will help you focus on the kind of information you’re looking for. You won’t need to understand everything to get the points
· Read the whole text before attempting to answer the questions
· Read each question carefully. This will give you an idea of what the passage is about and it will also make it clear what exactly is wanted. (i.e. should you looking for a precise piece of information or should you be reading to draw a conclusion?). As you read the question you should try to predict the sort of information that may be in the passage. It will help focus your mind. It will also help you to eliminate distracters.
· Think about word patterns to help you find answers eg:
1. re- at the beginning of a word usually indicates that it’s being done again
2. –ería is usually some kind of shop
3. –in or –im at the beginning of a word usually indicates that it’s negative eg. imposible
4. –mente at the end of a word usually means –ly

5. –ante at the end of a verb usually means –ing

6. de- or des- at the beginning of a word usually means –dis
· Check whether your answers should be in Spanish or in English

· Read the text once for gist, then think about the task again. Read a second time for detail
· Look out for key words. Underline / highlight them. Don´t panic if you don´t understand every word! Look at the overall meaning.
· Remember that the questions don't necessarily use the same vocabulary as the main article. Look for related words (e.g. a noun and a verb) or words that mean the same. 
· Study the examples provided carefully and follow them in your answers. If there is only one word, answer with only one word. If there is a verb, include a verb. If there is a noun, include a noun. If there is an adjective, include an adjective. In questions where you are asked to give, for example, two pieces of information, give only two pieces of information. You will not get any more marks for giving more information than necessary.

· Use your logic to identify cognates (i.e.desobediente, música, tradicionales) and watch out for false friends (i.e. librería – bookshop and NOT library)
· If you’re really stuck, leave it until the end & return
· If you haven’t a clue, guess. Don’t leave blanks
TIPS FOR GCSE SPANISH

· Remember to read the questions carefully.

· From the questions, try and predict what kinds of words you will be looking for.

· Multiple choice questions: Examiners like to mention all the pictures to confuse you! It isn't necessarily going to be the first picture they mention. Be careful if they mention a negative in the question, and listen out for the little negative words like 'no', 'nunca', 'nada' in the answer: what is the next picture they mention after the negative word?

· English comprehension questions: Use the question to help you work out what you have to listen for. 'How many' is asking for a number; 'when' is asking for a day or a time.

· Remember: if you are asked for a reason for something, it will usually include the word 'porque'. In the listening exam (and also in the reading exam), you often have to write a word or phrase in English or Spanish as the answer. It doesn't matter if you make a slight spelling mistake, as long as the answer is clear enough for the examiner to understand.

· Sometimes, you have to choose the right words for the answers from a selection box - there will usually be a few extra words added to make the exercise more difficult.

· If you change your mind about an answer, cross it out neatly and write in the new answer alongside. This sounds obvious, but every year candidates lose marks because the examiner can't read the answer clearly, or can't tell which is supposed to be the correct answer.

· Make sure you answer each question in the right language. Read the instructions through carefully because there are no marks for the right answer in the wrong language!

· As time comes up so many times in the Spanish GCSE, be sure you learn this thoroughly so you are confident.

· Always write something for each part of each question. If you are really stumped, think of cognates, words which are similar in English, and make a sensible guess.
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Español ( Inglés 




Inglés( Español

actualmente = ______________
arena = __________________

éxito = __________________

suceso = __________________

carpeta = _________________

probar = _________________

advertir = ________________

noticia = _________________

librería = ________________

pretender = _______________

raro = ___________________

contestar = _______________

real = ___________________

estilo = __________________

demonstrar = _____________


severo = ________________

advertencia = __________________

sensible = _____________________

recipiente = ___________________

costumbre = __________________

borrar = _____________________

débil = ______________________

hecho = _____________________

plano = ______________________

argumento = ___________________
conductor = ________________

culto = ________________

embarazada = ________________
excitar = ________________

familiar = ________________

gracioso = ________________

librería = ________________



A. Use a dictionary to find out the meanings of these adjectives.

guapo
__________

desobediente
__________


enfermo
__________
travieso

__________


tonto

__________
inquieto

__________

gracioso
__________
ambicioso

__________

trabajador
__________
enfadado

__________


atractivo
__________
preocupado

__________

feliz

__________
aburrido

__________

descontento
__________
cansado

__________


tranquilo
__________
pesado

__________

alegre

__________
borracho

__________

calmo

__________
triste


__________


lleno

__________
divertido

__________
malo

__________
contento

__________

harto

__________
generoso

__________

inteligente
__________
delicioso
__________

B. Use the adjectives above to pair up as many synonyms as you can.

Ejemplo:

‘guapo’ y ‘atractivo’ 
(have the same meaning!)
C.   Use the adjectives above to describe what these sentences mean.

No es inteligente.
=
tonto



Me encanta dar regalos.

He comido mucho.





Estudio mucho.

Tengo sueño.






Estoy deprimido.

¡Estoy furiosa!





Estoy muy ansioso.

He bebido demasiado vino.



Es chistoso.

Estoy mareado.





Nunca concentra en clase.

Quiero ser jefe de un banco.



Ella es más hermosa.

Saco buenas notas.





La comida es muy rica.

SYNONYMS AND ANTONYMS


What are synonyms ?
__________________________________

What are antonyms ?
__________________________________

Look up these adjectives in the dictionary:
	agradable
	
	frío
	

	antiguo
	
	grande
	

	bonito
	
	incómodo
	

	cálido
	
	inconveniente
	

	claro
	
	limpio
	

	cómodo
	
	moderno
	

	conveniente
	
	oscuro
	

	desagradable
	
	pequeño
	

	espacioso
	
	ruidoso
	

	exiguo
	
	sucio
	

	feo
	
	tranquilo
	


Now match up the adjectives into pairs of ANTONYMS:

	e.g.
	espacioso
	exiguo

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	

	7
	
	

	8
	
	

	9
	
	

	10
	
	


These adjectives can also be used as synonyms.  

e.g.  espacioso = no exiguo
______________________________


no espacioso = exiguo
______________________________

	1
	Las instalaciones son exiguos.
	Verdad
	Mentira

	2
	Las aulas son pequeños.
	Verdad
	Mentira

	3
	Tiene un campo de fútbol desagradable.
	Verdad
	Mentira

	4
	El campo de fútbol no es antiguo.
	Verdad
	Mentira

	5
	Las canchas de tenis no son convenientes.
	Verdad
	Mentira



	1
	El instituto no es pequeño.
	Verdad
	Mentira

	2
	Los edificios son bonitos.
	Verdad
	Mentira

	3
	Los pasillos no son claros.
	Verdad
	Mentira

	4
	Hay aulas limpias.
	Verdad
	Mentira

	5
	La piscina es fría.
	Verdad
	Mentira



	1
	El instituto no es antiguo.
	Verdad
	Mentira

	2
	El colegio es grande.
	Verdad
	Mentira

	3
	Es mixto.
	Verdad
	Mentira

	4
	Los edificios no son desagradables.
	Verdad
	Mentira

	5
	Las aulas no son incómodas ni ruidosas.
	Verdad
	Mentira


Mi instituto es muy moderno y bastante pequeño.  Solamente tiene cuatrocientos alumnos.  Es un insti masculino.  Los edificios son bastante agradables.  Hay un patio y dos campos de deportes, pero no hay un gimnasio.  Para mí, las aulas son cómodas y tranquilas.  Me gusta mi colegio.





Pienso que mi instituto es demasiado grande.  Hay mil doscientos alumnos.  Los edificios son enormes y feos.  Los pasillos son oscuros, las aulas son sucias.  Hay muchos instalaciones deportivas – un campo, una piscina climatizada y muchas pistas de tenis.  





Mi colegio está en el centro de la ciudad y las instalaciones no son espaciosos.  Tiene muchas aulas grandes y un patio pero no tiene salas de informática.  El campo de fútbol es agradable porque es bastante moderno, pero las canchas de tenis son inconvenientes porque están a un kilómetro y medio del colegio.








several = 





advertisement = 





sensible = 





recipient = 





customer = 





borrow = 





devil = 





echo = 





plane (aeroplane) = 





argument =





conductor =





cult =





embarrassed =





excite =





familiar=





graceful =





library =





actually = 





arena = 





exit =





success = 





carpet = 





to improve = 





advice = 





notice = 





library = 





to pretend =





rarely = 





contest = 





roll = 





to steal = 





demonstration =
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